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Have you heard before 
 that things happen in God’s time? 
That may well be,  
 and sometimes –  
  God’s time is also OUR time – 
   when we let God  
    touch our lives!  
If there ever was a time 
 for us to hear  
  God calling our name, 
   NOW is surely that time. 
If there ever was a time  
 for us to feel  
  the pull of Jesus’ ways 
   moving us to new ways of living, 
    NOW is surely that time.  
If there ever was a time 
 for us to breathe in the Spirit  
  of hope and renewal, 
   NOW is surely that time. 
In our time together, 
 in THIS time, 
  may we hear,  
   and feel 
    and breathe 
 and open ourselves to holiness right now. 
 

Gathering Prayer 

We are embraced by God’s welcome in this time.  We can sense Jesus’ place with us in 
this time of community.  We feel the warmth of the Spirit within us, urging us to openness, 
lifting us to fuller sight. 

Young or old, seeking wisdom or comfort, with doubts and questions or knowing deep 
clarity of faith – we are known in our shared humanity, and invited into our shared 
holiness.   

May this time – its sounds and its silences, its praise and its prayers, its openness to the 
presence of God – touch us with wonder and nourish our souls.  Amen.   

 



Here are links to some videos of hymns that Mary Lou Beck, Patricia Deibert and I 
have chosen for this week’s service. 

Hymns: 

I, the Lord of Sea and Sky 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yhTpjdrLf0s 

All the Way My Saviour Leads Me 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9u38XpHI7Q 

 

Holy Conversation 

Think of: 

• a time when you did something that hurt another person, 

• a time when you did something that hurt the wonder of God’s creation, 

• a time when you failed to do what would bring healing and hope and fullness to 
someone’s life, 

• a time when you used your power and your privilege to set yourself above 
someone else, 

• a time when you were part of a system that held some people down and raised 
others up – perhaps yourself. 

• Now seek God’s touch, God’s embrace, God’s words, to redirect you toward life-
giving and life-affirming ways. 

• And know that God holds you close, inviting you into the heart of holiness.  
Amen. 

 

Scriptures: 

Matthew 25:14-30 

‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property 
to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according 
to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at 
once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who 
had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent 
went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the 
master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had 
received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, “Master, you 
handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.” His master said to 
him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, 
I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” And the one 
with the two talents also came forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to me two 
talents; see, I have made two more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good 
and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yhTpjdrLf0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9u38XpHI7Q


of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” Then the one who had received the 
one talent also came forward, saying, “Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, 
reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was 
afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” But 
his master replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I 
did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my 
money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with 
interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all 
those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those 
who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, 
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

 

Anthem 

 The Eyes of All Wait Upon Thee 

Words from Psalm 145:15, 16 - Music by Jean Berger 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rv4pcothYZ8 

 

Reflection 

What’s your plan for the rest of your life?  Do you have one?  Do you have any thoughts 
on the matter?  Or are you just going through life a day at a time without any idea of what 
you’re doing or where you’re going or how you want to live? 

As Mary Oliver once questioned, “What do you plan to do with your one wild and precious 
life?”  

That’s the question that is raised by the parable in Matthew’s Gospel today, the parable 
of the three servants each entrusted with some of their master’s fortune while he was 
away.  When he returned, they each gave him an account of how they had done with 
what he had left them, and he responded accordingly.  Again this week, just like last 
week’s story of the ten bridesmaids and their lamps, we are left with a deeply uneasy 
feeling about the harsh judgement that is made of the servant who did not invest his 
amount but just kept it safe and intact.  We could see ourselves doing the same thing, 
and are left feeling that the judgement is just too inhumane and severe. 

But again this week, the parable is not finally about that judgement.  It’s about the realm 
of God, the way that it operates.  So the seemingly harsh judgement in the story become 
just the counterpoint to the real message of the story, a kind of underlining to make the 
message stand out more. 

The master in this story is understood by Matthew and his listeners to be Jesus.  Jesus 
is the one who has been with the disciples, now has departed, and will return in time.  
And Matthew’s listeners are still waiting for Jesus to return, a generation after his death.  
They have had to live in the meantime, trying to grow the realm of God.  And they’re 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rv4pcothYZ8


having a hard time of it.  Remember that this story is told to listeners who are weary and 
dispirited at trying to be faithful followers of the way of Jesus in a world that doesn’t 
appreciate that, in the later part of the first century CE (Christian Era).  They need to 
hear words of encouragement and direction, not judgement.  They need uplifting, not 
greater burdens. 

So Matthew has Jesus telling this story toward the end of his life, as he is approaching 
Jerusalem and his final confrontation there.  It’s part of a package of three parables, one 
after the other, all aimed at describing the nature of the new community Jesus invites his 
followers to instigate, the realm of God among the people.  And what do his followers 
have to bring to this new community?  They have only their commitment to living as he 
would have them live, treating each other as he would wish, and sharing the abundance 
of grace he proclaims. 

On the surface, the parable is about investing money.  In fact, it’s about investing a great 
deal of money – a talent was an enormous amount of money in that time and place.  So 
one, two or five talents were huge sums.  The master is prodigious in his trust in his 
servants, leaving them such amounts to tend while he is away. 

But, like many of Jesus’ parables, the point of the story isn’t about what lies on the 
surface.  This story isn’t really about money at all, that’s just a convenient vehicle for 
Jesus’ message.  This story is about abundance and grace for full life.   It’s about the 
call for every person to use what they have to live well and to help others live well.  It’s 
about life itself. 

If you just take the surface meaning in this story, especially if you look only to the 
judgement of the third servant at the end, you’re left with a God who rewards the rich to 
make them richer, and denies the poor everything they need.  You have an inhumane 
God, who clearly doesn’t think about justice and equity, and is only concerned with the 
performance of expected tasks.  That’s not a God Jesus would speak of in his teachings. 

But perhaps it’s not the ending of the story that we need to focus on.  Perhaps it’s earlier 
in the tale.  Perhaps it’s in the congratulatory words for the first two servants: “Enter into 
the joy of your master.”  That’s where the message lies. 

The first two servants, one given two talents of wealth to steward and one given five, 
have chosen to put that wealth out into the world, while the third servant, given one 
talent, has chosen to safeguard it closely, keeping it secure to give back to his master 
on his return.  Remember that these were enormous amounts of money.  The master is 
showing huge trust in his servants here.  It’s exceptionally risky for the first two servants 
to do anything other than just safeguard the wealth with which they have been entrusted, 
as the third servant chose to do.  They must have had a lot of courage to take that risk 
with what, after all, wasn’t theirs to begin with. 

And the more risky approach pays off, with the master receiving double what he left 
behind with the first two servants.  Only by giving others access to the great wealth of 
their master did these two servants come to expand that wealth.  They couldn’t do it on 
their own – the third servant shows what happens if you only safeguard what is yours.  



It’s only after taking that big risk that the servants are invited to “Enter into the joy of their 
master.” 

It is in the superabundance of the gifts of the master to the servants that the true line of 
this story lies.  As listeners, we too are invited into the realm of abundance, perhaps 
coming closer to understanding what it means to live with all that we need.  That’s the 
nature of the realm of God, that everyone has all that they need of spiritual wealth and 
support.  Everyone is given the great gift of life and what it can offer.  And it’s up to us to 
realize that it is only in using our lives, putting them out into the world like the servants 
put their new wealth out into the world, that true joy emerges.  We are called not to hide 
away our living, but to set it free to connect with others around us.  Just safeguarding 
what is ours is not enough.  We have to take the risk of putting ourselves out there in the 
world, making a difference with others, in order to enter the joy-filled realm of God. 

It can be a hard message to hear and really take in, this message of risk-taking.  We’re 
not accustomed to that.  We don’t want to risk what we have.  It feels dangerous and 
perhaps even foolhardy.  After all, isn’t it wisest to just hang on to what we have and not 
let it go?  That may not be glamourous, but at least it feels safe. 

Well, this parable tells us that it just may not be so.   

It’s about sharing.  We are the stewards of the many gifts of our lives and our living.  
Some of these gifts are material things and all the means we have to live well.  We are 
called by this parable to take those material gifts and get them out into action in the 
world, making a difference for others.  It may be our wealth, it may be our talents, it may 
be our time, it may be other means we have to change the lives of others.  But there’s a 
clear call to not hoard all of this for ourselves.  In God’s realm, that sort of stuff is shared 
widely for the benefit of everyone. 

But it’s not just about sharing what we have, as important as that is.  It’s also about 
sharing who we are, who we really are, with our motivations and our dreams, our 
limitations and our fears.  It’s about sharing that deep stuff too.  This message is about 
taking the risk with what is most precious to us, our life itself, and getting it out there into 
action, letting others have access to our real selves and all that we are.  It is risky, to be 
sure.  We could get hurt.  We could be disappointed.  We could be mis-used.  But in the 
end, it’s the only way to find real joy in life.  We can’t keep ourselves entirely to ourselves.  
We can’t put who we are, what we are, all that we have of God’s gifts into a box and put 
it away in the cupboard for safekeeping.  Full life doesn’t work that way. 

And what happens if we do take the risky path of sharing our gifts and ourselves?  That’s 
when abundance multiplies.  That’s when life really begins.  That’s when people come 
together and life gets filled with the joy of real connection.  And deep down, I think that’s 
one thing we all yearn for – connection, spirit-to-spirit connection that comes from real 
sharing.  Isn’t it true that when we do something or give something that really makes a 
positive difference for someone, we feel great?  Isn’t it true that when we work really   
closely with someone else for something we both believe in, we are hugely energized?  
We know this.  And sometimes, in our better moments, we experience this.  It’s the only 



way the realm of God grows around us.  That’s the deep call of faith, to co-create with 
God the realm of abundance and grace, peace and justice, equity and harmony. 

So let’s get with it.  Let’s share what we have, and share who we are.  Let’s be stewards 
of God’s realm, taking the big risk of putting ourselves out into the world in many ways.  
It’s the pathway of faith.  It’s the pathway to full life. 

Amen. 

 

Hymns: 

What Does the Lord Require of You? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZCcMdL8F5lk  

I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GQQ42eZGDJg 

 

 

Community Prayer 

We are called and encouraged, pushed and pulled to come close to the heart of God, 
opening our senses to all that delights God there.  

Bell - silence 

In the sorrow or pain, the anxiety or fear of our wilder places of our spirits, we huddle 
into our longings, stirring and aching for lives and living lost, and yearning for lives and 
living to be made whole.  

Bell – silence 

Where there is wasting, where there is the desire to tame and control, where the human 
presence treads heavily on the strewn petals of creation, may our senses be opened, 
our compassion stirred.  

Bell - silence 

In the deep inner hurts and human struggles, where language and story and history and 
prejudice have stunted life for many of God’s people, where painful disappointments 
have burned deep within them, may our own hearts open with tenderness, and our living 
open into acts of kindness and redress.  

Bell - silence 

In the silence of deep and unheard longing, in the cries of unheeded desolation, may our 
mouths open in protest, our passion burn toward justice. 

Bell - silence 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZCcMdL8F5lk%20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GQQ42eZGDJg


For the fragile shoots of new birthing, for the tiny glimmer of unbidden hope, for breath 
quickened or sighs from the deep, may our minds open into our wisest discerning, and 
midwife us toward new living.  

Bell - silence 

May God who nurtures the tame and the wild, who brings life to people and places, 
breathe us into new life giving flesh to our prayers, incarnation to our hopes, in Jesus at 
our side, and the Spirit in our soul.  

Bell - silence 

In words of the prayer of Jesus from the stories of our faith of long ago, we pray: 

Our Creator, who is in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your Kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen 
 

Benediction 

May all the ways of our lives be turned to the ways of Jesus.  May the delight that lies 
at the heart of God be our joy.  May the ever-fresh breeze of the Spirit lift our own 
spirits to new heights of full life.  May we go from this time renewed for our journey on 
the pathway of faith and life.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 


